And they call it puppy love!

VALENTINE'S DAY may have passed,
but love was in the air in Parliament on
Tuesday when a British male and an
Israeli female hooked up, wriles
Stepebn Oryszczuk

In a “ground-breaking” first visit to
the UK following the relaxation of
quarantine laws, an adorable lsracli
guide dog called Dinka caught the eye
ol Cosby, a black curly-haired labrador
belonging to David Blunketr MP

Under former rules, Cosby and
Dinka may never have met. Before the
EU changes were implemented by the
UK in November 2012, dogs were
quarantine d for six months before
L[][LIIE]F the UK.

‘They were getting extremely well.”
said Marc Green, director of British
Friends of Israel Guide Dog Centre for
the Blind. “So well, in fact, that |
thought there was a shidduch going
on! 1 was about to get my coat!”

Dinka's Chicago-born owner Bracha
ben Avraham, a 6G2-year-old grand-
mother of three who made alivah 40
years ago, happily confirmed Cosby's
credentials.

“He's a phenomenal dog,” gushed
Bracha. “l reached out and put my
hand on him and | was amazed, he's
about twice the size of my dog! He
must be 40 kilos at least.”

Following what some were calling
‘Coshy's blind date’, Bracha was quick
o conlirm Dinka's pedigree, saying ol
the twoyearold cross-breed: “She's
dynamic, enthusiastic and intelligent,
with a phenomenal memory for
routes. All she needs to do is go some
place once and that's it, she's got it
committed to memory. She's got a lit-
tle GPS in her head.”

While Dinka and Cosby were get-
ting acquainted, Bracha and the team
from British Friends met Blunkett.
The former home secretary is a
patron of the Israell charity, hmnﬂ
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Dinka (left) caught the eye of David Blunkett's black labrador Cosby

and Dinka,” said Blunkertt afterwards.
“I have taken up the cudgel on behalf
of those wanting to bring their dog to
the UK, and this was an opportunity
to celebrate the change in regula-
tions which allowed her to bring her
dog into the UK from Israel.”

“He knows this is a ground-break-
ing trip and that we're treading on
new territory here,” said Bracha. “No
Tlhk dog team from Isracl has done

In belote. We followed all the
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at all,” she said.

“There were mountains of paper-
work and lots of injections, but it was
a major breakthrough, the culmina-
tion of five or six years' worth of lob-
bying." added Green.

After their parliamentary romance,
it is unclear whether Cosby and Dinka
will meet again, but some analysts
suggested that the Eulllir;:;m's British
companion may think wice if he
kivew how expensive lsoaell females
v be. Guide d::l'ihr D Cost up
1 20,000 tver iftin
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